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NEWSLETTER No 4:  AUGUST 2016 

 
RMT 5 day strike Monday 8 August to Friday 12 August inclusive 

Southern has been advised by the RMT Union that its conductor members will strike from 00.01 on Monday 8 August until 

23.59 on Friday 12 August. This will have a significant effect on Southern services on the whole of the days affected, with no 

service on many routes and only a limited service between approximately 07.30 and 18.00 on others. Queuing systems will be 

in place at many stations that are open so you may have a long wait before you are able to board a train. Unfortunately 

Southern cannot guarantee to get you to your destination. All information below is subject to change and you should re-check 

here for the latest information before you travel. The reduced service shown will operate all day on the dates affected. Trains 

on many routes are expected to be extremely busy. 

It is expected that no Southern trains will operate in either direction on several routes including: Clapham Junction to Milton 

Keynes via Kensington Olympia; Dorking to Horsham; Preston Park to Hove; Chichester to Portsmouth Harbour and 

Southampton Central; Redhill to Tonbridge. Earlswood, Salfords and Faygate stations will not be served. A limited service 

will operate in both direction between approximately 07.30 and 18.30 on 5 routes. London Bridge to East Grinstead; Three 

Bridges to Chichester via Horsham; Three Bridges to Victoria via Gatwick and Redhill;  Brighton to Bognor via 

Littlehampton; and Brighton to Eastbourne via Lewes. 

A timetable of these services is provided on the Southern website at http://www.southernrailway.com/your-journey/strike/. 

These trains are expected to be extremely busy and Southern cannot guarantee there will be space for you to travel. Southern 

strongly advise you to travel outside peak times where possible. They also advise you to avoid planning to travel on the last 

trains of the day - if you are unable to board services they will not be able to arrange alternative transport. Please note that the 

last trains of the day on the above routes are at approximately 18.00; or even earlier where your journey requires a change at 

either Three Bridges or Brighton. 

The timetables are similar to those for the strike days earlier this year and show that there will be a train every 30 minutes 

along the Arun Valley from Three Bridges to Chichester calling at all stations and starting around 0630 and ending around 

1800. These trains connect with a Southern service running between Three Bridges and Victoria as well as with Thameslink 

services that are not affected by the dispute. Along the West Coastway there will be a train every 30 minutes between 

Brighton and Bognor via Littlehampton. This connects with the Chichester to Three Bridges trains at Barnham. There will be 

no direct trains between Littlehampton and Victoria via Hove, so a change of train at Brighton will be necessary for those 

travelling from stations between Littlehampton and Hove. I have tried to simplify the Arun Valley timetable with its onward 

connections into the table on the next page and I hope you will find it helpful. But remember to keep your eye on the website 

in case there are last minute changes. 

 

ASLEF and TSSA balloting for strike action 

To add to passengers woes, the drivers’ union ASLEF is having a third ballot (the first two were ruled as unlawful by the 

Courts) for strike action on Southern and Gatwick express about the changes in the roles of drivers and conductors, as well as 

aspects of the temporary timetable introduced on 11 July. The Southern response to this is: 

“Twice Aslef has tried to block our plans to improve the railway and twice the courts have ruled their attempts unlawful. Aslef 

members have been successfully operating this timetable for three weeks to deliver more reliable services for passengers and 

staff in the face of train crew shortages. To call a strike ballot against this timetable now is a cynical and desperate attempt to 

heap even more misery on passengers especially as we have met with Aslef on two occasions and have a further meeting with 

them next week on this specific issue. Passengers should remember that Aslef and the RMT signed a pact last year to fight any 

extension of driver-only operation tooth and nail. The news of this ballot comes at the very moment we are trying to find a 

resolution with the RMT at Acas and is premature and opportunistic.” 

And on top of this, the ticket office staff union TSSA has announced a ballot of Southern and other GTR staff about the 

planned changes to ticket offices across the GTR network; The Southern response to this is: 

“The TSSA union has announced that it is to ballot GTR ticket office staff over our plans to improve the customer experience 

at 83 of our stations. TSSA now seems to want to join the RMT in heaping more misery on our passengers. Balloting for 

industrial action over proposals which will see affected staff earn more, where jobs have been guaranteed and which will 

result in station staff being available for longer seems not only pointless but ridiculous. We trust station teams will see these 

proposals are good news for them and for passengers.” 

Revised timetables introduced on Monday 11 July 

The revised timetables, originally introduced for a 4 week period, will now continue on non-strike days until further notice. 

 

http://www.wsrua.org.uk/
http://www.southernrailway.com/your-journey/strike/


Chichester    0653 0723  1723 1753  

Bognor Regis b  0620 0650 0720  1720 1750  

Barnham   0631 0701 0731 and 1731 1801  

Ford   0635 0705 0735 then 1735 1805  

Arundel   0641 0711 0741 every 1741 1811  

Amberley   0646 0716 0746  1746 1816  

Pulborough   0652 0722 0752 30 1752 1822  

Billingshurst   0658 0728 0758 minutes 1758 1828  

C. Hospital   0705 0735 0805 until 1805 1835  

Horsham  0641 0710 0740 0810  1810 1840  

Littlehaven  0644 0713 0743 0813  1813 1843  

Ifield  0650 0720 0750 0820  1820 1850  

Crawley  0653 0723 0753 0823  1823 1853  

Three Bridges Arrive 0701 0731 0801 0831  1831 1901  

  t t t t  t t  

Three Bridges Depart 0708 0738 0808 0837  1838 1905  

Gatwick Apt  0712 0742 0812 0841  1842 1909  

Redhill  0721 0751 0821 0850  1851   

E Croydon  0733 0806 0834 0901  1902 1924  

Clapham Junc  0747 0817 0848 0911  1912   

Victoria  0755 0824 0855 0918  1920 1951g  

London Bridge e 0817 0839 0917 0935  1935   

Blackfriars t or e 0820 0849 0909 0937  1951 1951  

 

Victoria   0630 0709 0739  1703 1735 1809 

Clapham Junc    0715 0745  1709 1741 1815 

Blackfriars t or e  0633  0728  1658 1720 1740 

London Bridge e   0712 0728  1659 1732 1759 

E Croydon   0702 0727 0757  1720 1752 1827 

Redhill    0739 0809  1732 1808 1839 

Gatwick Apt   0717 0747 0817  1740 1817 1847 

Three Bridges Arrive  0721 0752 0822  1745 1822 1852 

   t t t  t t t 

Three Bridges Depart  0726 0756 0826  1756 1826 1856 

Crawley   0730 0800 0830 and 1800 1830 1900 

Ifield   0732 0802 0832 then 1802 1832 1902 

Littlehaven   0739 0809 0839 every 1809 1839 1909 

Horsham  0713 0743 0813 0843  1813 1843 1912 

C. Hospital  0717 0747 0817 0847 30 1817 1847  

Billingshurst  0723 0753 0823 0853 minutes 1823 1853  

Pulborough  0729 0759 0829 0859 until 1829 1859  

Amberley  0735 0805 0835 0905  1835 1905  

Arundel  0741 0811 0841 0911  1841 1911  

Ford  0747 0817 0847 0917  1847 1917  

Barnham  0852 0822 0852 0922  1852 1921  

Bognor Regis b 0802 0832 0902 0932  1902   

Chichester  0800 0830 0900 0930  1900   

 

b – change at Barnham; e – change at East Croydon; t – change at Three Bridges; g – change at Gatwick 

The West Coastway timetable is an all stations service starting from Bognor at 0650, Barnham 0705, 

Littlehampton 0718, Worthing 0738 arriving Brighton 0804. The service is repeated every 30 minutes with the 

last train from Bognor at 1750 arriving Brighton 1904. In the opposite direction the first train is 0716 from 

Brighton arriving Bognor at 0832. The last one is 1746 from Brighton arriving Bognor at 1902 with a following 

1816 to Littlehampton only. 

 

Trevor Tupper 

Secretary 


